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April 8, 2008

The Honorable Doug La Malfa

State Capitol

Sacramento, CA  95814

Reference:  AB 2285






CLFA Position:  SUPPORT

Dear Assemblyman La Malfa,


CLFA has reviewed your AB 2285 and we support this legislation.  We recognize that the bill is designed to increase flexibility in the utilization by California timber landowners of the so-called “La Malfa Exemption” [PRC 4584 (k)].  The La Malfa Exemption allows landowners to conduct forest fuel hazard reduction treatments under an exemption to the Forest Practice Act’s requirement to secure a costly Timber Harvest Plan.  If enacted, AB 2285 should provide a measured additional incentive for landowners to conduct fuel treatments, thereby producing a higher number of treated acres and an associated reduction in wildfire threats.


The following bill language excerpt includes two highlighted and underlined edits which are suggested to improve clarity and enforceability.

(11)  Ten   Notwithstanding paragraph (8) of

subdivision (k), up to 10  percent of all trees  18   to

 24 inches in diameter,per acre, may be removed from  one acre in

 an area covered by this subdivision.  If 10 percent

of the total number of trees 24 inches in diameter in that acre is

less than one, trees shall not be removed.   Only trees

measuring 18 to 24 inches in stump diameter, measured at eight inches

above ground level, may be removed. A fuel reduction effort shall

not violate the canopy closure regulations adopted by the board on

June 10, 2004, and as those regulations may be amended. 

Thank you for the opportunity to express our support for AB 2285.  CLFA thanks you for your ongoing efforts in working to provide regulatory relief for forest landowners trying to reduce wildfire risks on their property and in their communities. 
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Sincerely yours, 

Chantz Joyce, RPF No. 2753

President 

Cc:  The Honorable Loni Hancock, Chair, Assembly Natural Resources Committee.

        The Honorable Jean Fuller, Committee Vice Chair.

        Members, Assembly Natural Resources Committee.

        Mr. William W. Keye, CLFA Government Affairs.

        CLFA Board of Directors.

        Ms. Hazel Jackson, CLFA Executive Director.

The California Licensed Foresters Association, with a membership responsible for the sustained management of millions of acres of California forestland, represents the common interests of California Registered Professional Foresters.  The Association provides opportunities for continuing education and public outreach to its membership, which includes professionals affiliated with government agencies, private timber companies, consultants, the public, and the academic community.  Governed by an elected Board of Directors, CLFA was established in 1980 after the passage of the landmark California Professional Foresters Law.
