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July 22, 2010
The Honorable Christine Kehoe

Chair, Senate Appropriations Committee

State Capitol, Sacramento



Reference:  AB 2575 (Chesbro), As Amended in Senate 7/15/2010   


CLFA Position: Oppose Unless Amended
Dear Senator Kehoe,
We have reviewed the above-referenced bill and respectfully remain in opposition at this time.  
A minor, but still important, concern is that the bill uses the term “logging” (Page 2, Line 24) instead of the more accurate and less pejorative term “timber harvest”.  CLFA recognizes that this has no bearing upon the bill’s fiscal impacts, but inserts this point for the record should the Author choose to further amend the bill.

With regard to fiscal impacts, we have two concerns.  First, we are concerned with the proposed PRC 4564(a), found on Page 4, Lines 9-10:

(a) Provide the industry, agencies, and the public with equal

opportunity to participate in the development of a pilot project in a

transparent manner.

CLFA is concerned with the term “equal opportunity” in the context of the environmental review of projects on private land.  We believe this language could open the state to the risk of costly litigation.  Our suggested remedy is to delete the word “equal”.


Secondly, AB 2575 now contains language pertaining to the electronic posting of timber harvest documents, found on Page 5, Lines 21-28:  
(g) (1) The board or a technical advisory committee shall develop

recommendations for providing electronic public access to all

relevant documents that assist the department in administering timber

harvest regulations for actions that occur on a planning watershed

scale.  
   (2) All documents that form the basis for the pilot projects that

are developed pursuant to this section shall be posted on the

department's Internet Web site.   
There is already considerable e-posting of forest practice regulatory documents being conducted by CAL FIRE.  CLFA questions whether AB 2575’s new requirements will add additional state e-posting expenses?  In a time of sharply declining support for core CAL FIRE Resource Management services, is this an appropriate use of public funds?

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this legislation.  CLFA looks forward to working with the Author to achieve a bill that professional foresters can support.  Please contact our Government Affairs Specialist, William Keye, for further information.  Mr. Keye may be reached at (530) 355-0670.


Sincerely yours, 
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Jason S. Poburko

RPF #2769

President

California Licensed Foresters

JASON 8.
POBURKO





Cc:  Members, Senate Appropriations Committee.

        The Honorable Wesley Chesbro.

        Mr. Brendan McCarthy, Committee Consultant.

        Mr. John Kennedy, Assembly Republican Caucus.

        Mr. William Snyder, Deputy Director, CAL FIRE.

The California Licensed Foresters Association, with a membership responsible for the sustained management of millions of acres of California forestland, represents the common interests of California Registered Professional Foresters.  The Association provides opportunities for continuing education and public outreach to its membership, which includes professionals affiliated with government agencies, private timber companies, consultants, the public, and the academic community.  Governed by an elected Board of Directors, CLFA was established in 1980 after the passage of the landmark California Professional Foresters Law.
