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August 5, 2010

Ms. Meg Whitman

Whitman for Governor

20813 Stevens Creek Blvd, Suite 150
Cupertino, CA 95014

           


Reference:  Request for Meeting with California Forestry Professionals
Dear Ms. Whitman,


Our Golden State is blessed with abundant and diverse natural resources, including many millions of acres dominated by native forest cover.  The protection and proper stewardship of these forests and wildlands is of critical importance to every Californian.  Issues of concern include wildfire ecology and risk management, sustainable forestry including commodity production, employment and supporting infrastructure, green energy from biomass/biofuels, forest carbon sequestration, biodiversity, recreation, water quality and much more.


Forestry issues are complex and highly contentious, especially in our heavily urbanized state.  California foresters are keenly aware of our professional responsibility to reach out to major candidates and policy makers with the goal of ensuring that resource management issues are resolved based upon the greatest possible amount of sound science and public understanding.  


As part of this ongoing effort, CLFA would like to schedule a meeting with you to provide our perspectives on key forest management issues and to answer any questions from you or your staff.  Joining us in this effort will be the Northern California Society of American Foresters (NorCal SAF).   
We are also extending an identical invitation to your gubernatorial opponent, Attorney General Brown.  Neither CLFA nor NorCal SAF makes candidate endorsements; this effort is entirely informational.  We are hopeful that this outreach will be useful for both major party candidates during the upcoming fall campaign, as well as to our next elected Governor!

Ms. Whitman, I look forward to hearing from you and scheduling a “California forestry” informational briefing at your earliest convenience.





Sincerely,   






William W. Keye, RPF #2417






Government Affairs Specialist






530-355-0670  bkeye@surewest.net
Cc:  CLFA Board of Directors.
       Mr. Mike Hupp, NorCal SAF Communications Chair.

       Mr. George Gentry, Executive Officer, Board of Forestry and Fire Protection.

The California Licensed Foresters Association, with a membership responsible for the sustained management of millions of acres of California forestland, represents the common interests of California Registered Professional Foresters.  The Association provides opportunities for continuing education and public outreach to its membership, which includes professionals affiliated with government agencies, private timber companies, consultants, the public, and the academic community.  Governed by an elected Board of Directors, CLFA was established in 1980 after the passage of the landmark California Professional Foresters Law.
