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Mr. Stan Dixon, Chair, and Members




    February 18, 2010
California Board of Forestry and Fire Protection

Sacramento, CA  94244-2460                             



Reference:  CDF Interpretation of ASP Forest Practice Rules (FPRs)  

Dear Chairman Dixon and Members:


Many CLFA Members attended the recent Q & A sessions conducted by CAL FIRE and the Department of Fish and Game (DFG).  The meetings, held in Eureka, Fort Bragg, Redding and Santa Cruz, focused mainly on the implementation of the Board’s new Anadromous Salmon Protection (ASP) FPRs.

CLFA appreciates the efforts put forth by the Departments, and feels that the sessions went smoothly and were very productive.

Therefore, we are at a loss to understand CAL FIRE’s interpretation of new FPR 14 CCR § 916.9(g)(1)(E) [936.9(g)(1)(E), 956.9(g)(1)(E)].  CLFA has received and reviewed a copy of a letter submitted to you by RPF John Williams, dated February 1st.  We completely support the points made by Mr. Williams, both in the letter and also before you in public session earlier this month.

The ASP FPR package was formulated over many months of painstaking study and debate.  During the September 2009 hearing you agreed with us in voting to adopt a critical portion of Optional Amendment 102.  In doing so, you accepted CLFA’s argument that more RPF discretion and field reconnaissance were needed in accurately classifying the two types of Class II watercourses created under the ASP rules (i.e., Class II-L and Class II-S).  Later in the September meeting, the Board unanimously approved the sweeping new FPR package.

Your September votes should have been the last word.  But now, upon implementation, there is a new twist.  We ask the Board to fully examine and hopefully rectify this issue, which has the troubling appearance of an underground regulation.

Sincerely yours, 

[image: image2.emf]







Casey Keller, RPF #2763








President

Cc:  Mr. Crawford Tuttle and Mr. William Snyder, CAL FIRE.

        CLFA Board of Directors.

        Mr. John Williams.  

The California Licensed Foresters Association, with a membership responsible for the sustained management of millions of acres of California forestland, represents the common interests of California Registered Professional Foresters.  The Association provides opportunities for continuing education and public outreach to its membership, which includes professionals affiliated with government agencies, private timber companies, consultants, the public, and the academic community.  Governed by an elected Board of Directors, CLFA was established in 1980 after the passage of the landmark California Professional Foresters Law.
